
PTO Meeting 9/14/21 Minutes 

Present: Allison Symmes, Maria Kretz, Mr. Wells, Mrs. Spokus, Mrs. Sease, Jennie Harrison, Andrea 
Bortner, Nicole Gilbert, Tim Funk, Natalie Barlett, Melinda Johnson, Tara Barnabei, Ryan Kennedy, Lily 
Welsh, Kathleen Fluman, Ashley Fletcher, Jordan Umstattd, and Randi Walker. 

The meeting was held via Zoom due to COVID-19. The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Allison 
Symmes. 

The meeting minutes from May 25, 2021 were approved. 

Treasurer's Report: The balance as of last meeting 5/25/21 was $11,953.23. There were no deposits. 
The following withdrawals were made at the end of last school year: Teacher Stipends, Teacher 
Appreciation Week, KONA Ice, popsicles for students, 5th grade memory books & water bottles, 
tshirts/masks for a total of $3,706.11. The end-of-year balance was $8,247.12.  

Withdrawals were made at the beginning of this school year for teacher stipends totaling $200.00. The 
current balance is $8,047.12. 

Budget changes for this school year were reviewed and approved. 

Principal's Report: Mr. Wells thanks everyone for attending this evening and he welcomed new parents. 
There are some new staff in the school this year; Mr. Weaver (PE), Ms. Kenny (Orchestra), Lori Flynn 
(Custodian), Mrs. Effinger (Guidance Counselor), and Ms. Bentley (LIU teacher). The school is adapting 
the “Warrior Way” and the owl logo is being phased out. There were improvements made to the parking 
lot and additional parking was added. 

Mr. Wells is glad to see the kids back in school. COVID FAQ’s, Dashboard, and the health/safety plan is 
available to view on the district website under the “Return to Learn” tab. 

New Business: We discussed adding a new incentive program since volunteers are permitted back in the 
school this year. Volunteers will earn an entry into a drawing at the end of the school year for every hour 
that they volunteer throughout the school year. Suggestions were a 4-pack of Hersheypark tickets or a 
giftcard(s) to local establishments. 

We discussed holding the PTO meetings on a different weeknight, but decided that there will be 
conflicts with any night of the week so it will stay on Tuesday evenings. The meetings will continue to be 
offered via Zoom even when in-person meetings resume. 

We discussing holding a fall event with bounce houses or an outdoor movie. Mr. Wells will look into it 
and let us know. 

There will be no Artist in Residence this year. There will also be no kindergarten field trip to the apple 
orchard, but the PTO will be paying for pumpkins and apples for the kindergarten students like they did 
last year. 

Fall Fundraiser: Allison & Maria met via Zoom with a representative from Believe Kids. Maria shared 
some of the items that are avaialble in the catalog and the incentives that are offered. A contract has 



been signed with the company in order to lock in the incentives, but it is not binding if we decide not to 
go with them. A suggestion was made to sell greeting cards with Usborne Books. Each box is $30 for 30 
cards and the PTO would make $13 profit per box. Natalie is an Usborne Books consultant, so Allison will 
follow-up with her. We decided not to do the full catalog sale with Believe Kids. 

RIF: Books will need to be ordered this year. Jennie offered to help chair this event again. We discussed 
which account is to be used for ordering books and Maria will contact the former RIF chair to get some 
guidance. A date for November will need to be set. 

Restaurant Fundraisers: Maria will contact Dairy Queen. 

Box Tops: The total raised since July 2021 is $55.00. A flyer will be sent out to students/parents to 
promote submissions. 

Spring Fundraiser: No update. 

Holiday Craft Day: No update. 

Hospitality: No update. 

Knowledge-a-thon: Mr. Wells announced that this fundraiser will move to a Math focus this year and 
every student will participate. There was a lot of time spent on random facts that were not tied to the 
cirriculum and we were the last school to do it. We discussed changing the requirement for the Master’s 
Dinner to scoring 90% and above instead of 100%. 

Science Fair: No update. 

Announcements: We are still in need of someone to hold the Co-President and Secretary positions. 

 

Next PTO meeting will be October 5th 


